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Who are we?

The KNA-RNAS is the professional organization of astronomers and space 
researchers in the Netherlands and Flanders. 

RNAS goals are ”to promote astronomy in The Netherlands and in Belgium, 
including in elementary and secondary education, and maintain and stimulate 
contacts with, and between, astronomers, both inside and outside of the 
profession."
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The Board

• Peter Barthel 
(Kapteyn)

• Sven De Rijcke 
(Ghent)

• Marijke Haverkorn 
(Radboud, chair)

• Jackie Hodge 
(Leiden)

• Tim van Kempen 
(SRON)

• Eva Laplace                     
(Leuven)

• Katie Mulrey                    
(Radboud)

• Jake Noel-Storr             
(secretary)

• Steven Rieder                       
(Anton Pannekoek, treasurer)

• Ralph Wijers                         
(Anton Pannekoek)
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What do we do?

● Overseeing NAC organization; NAC grants for master students
● Representing Dutch Astronomy to the European Astronomical Society 

Council and among other EAS Affiliated Societies
● Awarding Prizes
● Organizing Teachers Day
● Awarding grants for project ideas 
● Providing early career support (in development)



Koninklijke Nederlandse Astronomenclub / Royal Netherlands Astronomical Society
The Professional Society of Dutch and Flemish Astronomers

Prizes

● Willem de Graaff Prize (science communication)

● Kees de Jager Prize (astronomy education)

● Pastoor Schmeits Prize (astronomy research)
Awarded by the Pastoor Schmeits Foundation for Astronomy
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Teachers Day

● Second Teachers Day held at Radboud, 5 Nov 2025
● Presentations and workshops
● 39 registrations, mostly VO teachers
● Very positive feedback
● Will be held biennially
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KNA-RNAS Grant Program

KNA-RNAS members can apply for small grants in line with the Society’s goals: 
to promote astronomy in the Netherlands and Belgium.

Annual budget is €3000.

Under development, details will be announced
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Early career researchers support

More information & support for careers other than academic astronomy:
• Enabling contacts with astronomers in non-astro careers
• Gather and advertise internship possibilities
• Info on astronomy-related jobs

In collaboration with Mieke Paalvast, NOVA Community Coordinator.
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www.kna-rnas.nl
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Interested to hear more?

Please come to the Annual General Meeting, 
this Wednesday at 9:00.
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