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NOVA Mobile Planetarium

Unique approach
• Live & interactive shows
• Actively engage leaners
• Interests/questions of audience/school 

influence content
→ Team expertise & flexibility

Holt, Hanse & Baan (2023) (CAP Journal nr 33) 

In a nutshell:
• 3 NOVA domes (+ sister dome @ RuG)
• 9/12 provinces
• >600,000 school children since 2009
• 12 schools/week



NOVA Education vision

To give every child in NL an 
unforgettable STEM experience 

during his/her school career.



Visit distribution in 2023

Project structurally misses:
• Poorer neighbourhoods in cities
• Rural areas



Action plan

Understand

Small research project:
Why do we miss schools in 

cities and rural areas?

• Survey of schools in target areas

Complex answer including:
• Lack of resources (including time)
• Project not known
• Incorrect perceptions (‘my area is too far 

away’)



Action plan

Understand
Build 

capacity

Funding for:
• new planetarium
• subsidised visits
• special training for planetarium students

Thanks to:

sponsorship of 
new dome

NWO-NWA Science 
Communication grant



Action plan

Understand
Build 

capacity
Intervention 

(cities)

Targeted visits to schools in poorer 
neighbourhoods in cities
• Primary schools
• ‘Weekend’ schools

Structural collaboration with IMC 
Weekendschool

• New training for students
• Reach:

• ~ 35 locations
• ~ 1600 students / 70 teachers



Action plan

Understand
Build 

capacity
Intervention 

(cities)

Targeted visits to missed rural areas
• 2 approaches

• Individual schools
• Intensive area visits: 1 per province

Intervention 
(rural areas)

Initial results

→ Pilot intensive visit: island of Texel



Island of Texel – intensive visit pilot

Why Texel?
• Never visited
• Geography defines visit boundaries
• Small student population (~1500)

• 1 secondary/11 primary schools

Texel

Goal
• To reach all students within a 2-3 week 

period

Secondary goal
• Reach parents & other residents 

 → increase impact



Island of Texel – intensive visit pilot

Results
• All 12 schools reached (76% of students)
• 350 other visitors

→ 10.85% of island population

‘We all had a wonderful visit. The children watched in 
awe and had lots of questions. The presenter was happy 
to answer any question, no matter how unusual, and had 
an answer for everything, which was immediately 
demonstrated. Afterwards, we all felt as though we’d 
briefly been in space. Thank you so much for this 
unforgettable experience!’



Island of Texel – intensive visit pilot

Success through collaboration:
• Local contact (science teacher & 

coordinator for Bètapartners)
• Community centres (for general public)
• Local council
• Good local press coverage

“Everyone was very interested in the unique experience 
during which you feel as though you’re travelling 
through space…..Many people thanked us, the village 
committee, for bringing you here, but of course it 
wasn’t that difficult, given that you offered to do this 
for us. So, above all, a word of thanks from us to you 
and your team for making it possible for us to host this 
in our village hall."



Looking ahead

Targeted visits in remaining 11 provinces

Continued collaboration with IMC Weekendschool





Want to know more? 

NOVA Mobile Planetarium
• www.astronomie.nl/planetarium
• Holt, J., Hanse, J., Baan, M., (2023), CAP Journal 33, p35-42. 

nova@astronomie.nl / j.hanse@uva.nl 

http://www.astronomie.nl/planetarium
http://www.astronomie.nl/planetarium
mailto:nova@astronomie.nl
mailto:j.hanse@uva.nl
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